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USCIS Announces Resumption of Premium Processing IS&e for R-1
Nonimmigrant Religious Worker Visa Classification

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCI&)@unced that effective July 20, 2009, it will resu
Premium Processing Service for R-1 nonimmigrangieis worker petitions filed by certain R-1 petiters
in accordance with 8 CFR 103.2(f)(2). Only thosétmners who have successfully passed an on-site
inspection are eligible to use Premium Processergice.

Q1. Who is eligible to request Premium Processinge®vice for an I-129 R-1 petition?

Al. A petitioner who has successfully passed aisfigection at the location where the beneficiaitywork
may request Premium Processing Service for an 8almmigrant religious worker petition.

Q2. What does “successful completion of a site inspecti” mean?

A2. A site inspection conducted at the employmeaoation of the beneficiary which has resulted in
satisfactory completion of such inspection.

Q3. Is the petitioner required to submit proof of digibility to request Premium Processing Service fo
an 1-129 R-1 petition?

A3. No. USCIS will conduct an upfront search métectronic systems upon receipt of the Form [-907
Request for Premium Processing Service, associatedhe 1-129 R-1 petition to verify whether ortribe
petitioner has previously had a site inspectionwhether or not the petitioner had successfullysedthe
inspection at the location where the beneficiany work.

Q4. Will the petitioner be eligible to request prenium processing for an 1-129 R-1 petition if the
religious organization previously had a site inspdion but failed?

A4. No. If USCIS system search reveals that thigigeer previously failed an on-site inspectidme tfForm
1-907 will be rejected as the petitioner may beurszg to submit additional factual evidence to lelssa that
the petitioner now has overcome the reason foptbeious denial or undergo a new site inspection.

Q5. Will the petitioner be eligible to request prenium processing for an 1-129 R-1 petition if a site
inspection was conducted at a location other thanhere the beneficiary will be working?

A5. No. The petitioner must have successfully pdsssite inspection conducted at the locatiohef t
beneficiary’s proposed employment. If the petiéide name and the address of the beneficiary' sidad
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place of employment do not match USCIS electroeiords, the Form 1-907 will be rejected.

Q6. May the petitioner be subject to a site inspéion even if a request for Premium Processing Serve
is accepted by USCIS?

A6. Yes. Although the petitioner must have susfidly passed a pre-approval site inspection ireofdr
the premium processing request to be acceptedutteessful completion of a prior pre-approval site
inspection does not preclude USCIS from condudimather pre-approval site inspection or compliance
review (a post-approval site inspection) afterlth@9 R-1 petition has been approved.

Q7. Is Premium Processing Service available for360 special immigrant religious worker petitions?

A7. No. Premium Processing Service is only avéglétr R-1 nonimmigrant religious worker petitioats
this time. Such requests are made by religiouarorgtions by filing the Form 1-129, Petition for
Nonimmigrant Worker.

Q8. Where can one find information on requirementdor the religious worker program?

A8. USCIS published final rule, 73 Fed. Reg. 72276 (to be codified at 8 C.F.R.204, 214, 299) for the
religious worker visa classification on November 2608. The final rule amended USCIS regulations t
improve our ability to detect and deter fraud atiteoabuses in the religious worker program. flied rule
emphasized that USCIS will conduct inspections|uatins, verifications, and compliance reviews of
religious organizations to ensure both the legitiynaf the petitioner and statements made in thi¢iqoes.
The rule also stipulated that if USCIS decidesaiduict a pre-approval inspection, the satisfactory
completion of such an inspection will be a conditior approval of any religious worker petition.
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